
                                                    PRESENTATION 

 The conference organised in Rome on May 23, 2019 at the Roma Tre University on the subject of the 

discipline of cross-border health care in the European Union was the occasion of the first official external 

commitment of the Law and Economics in Healthcare Study Centre. 

 In consideration of this and the relevance of the topics covered, I decided, in my capacity as President of 

the Study Centre, to promote a publication that would report the interventions of the authoritative 

scholars who alternated during the work, thus intending to contribute to a wider reflection on one of the 

issues that is the subject of the health policies of the European Union and the individual Member States, 

namely the implementation of cross-border care.  

This evolutionary aspect of health protection aims to overcome the still strong barriers that stand in its 

way. It constitutes more than an aspiration because the regulatory foundations have been laid through the 

enactment of EU Directive 24/2011 that allows Member States to achieve a threefold objective that cannot 

fail to be at the heart of all European citizens: freedom of care; virtuous competition between the different 

health systems capable of guaranteeing the effectiveness and economic convenience of care; and closer 

cooperation between States on health care.  

Of course, the whole of the European unitary environment is affected by the fact that health protection 

falls within the shared legislative competences powers of the EU’s legislative bodies, which are therefore 

required to comply with the principle of subsidiarity.  

This explains the reason it was necessary to adopt the instrument of the Directive which, as we know, 

requires the adoption of implementation laws by individual States, rather than that of the Regulation, 

which has a direct effect on the legal systems of the Member States, although the regulatory powers of 

adjustment remain.  

It is thus particularly important to examine how the European States have X Massimo De Salvo proceeded 

to implement the Directive and, above all, how they are preparing to implement the innovative ideas it 

contains. 

 This is an examination that is not merely a compiling analysis, but is an opportunity to promote a 

discussion of ideas, if we want to also with critical accents, certainly inclined to further identify forms, 

contents and projects for the completion of a work – the free movement of patients – for which only the 

foundations have been laid. 

 I feel I can say that the conference in Rome can be a fundamental first step in a journey which, with the 

effective contribution of CSIDEAS, will be followed by others who are able to expand the participation of 

scholars and health professionals in the search for solutions to offer to their respective national systems 

and to the institutional bodies of the European Union. 

 The works published in this volume were presented when no one could have predicted what would hit 

Europe (and the whole world) a few months later in the aftermath of the spread of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The sad and painful experience that we are all still suffering, united by a single, deep feeling of mutual 

solidarity, can only make us even more fervent supporters of a shared and close cooperation between 

States in the health field. 



 If we can draw a lesson from the dramatic scenario in which we are still operating, it is precisely that of 

finding the energy and the suitable resources to raise health protection as a fundamental moment of the 

institutional commitments of the European Union with the uniform involvement of individual Member 

States because viruses and diseases do not stop at any border. 

 With these feelings and the belief that I express the sensitivity of the authors, I wish to dedicate this 

volume to the memory of all the victims of Coronavirus in all latitudes. 
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